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Executive Summary 
 

Island EHS was engaged by School District 58 (Nicola-Similkameen) to carry out a fungal 
investigation within Central Elementary School, located at 1501 Voght Street, Merritt, B.C. This 
sampling 
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Appendix 1 
 
 
 
 

Photographs 
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Appendix 2 
 
 
 
 

Airborne Fungal Spore Trap Sample Laboratory 
Results 
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  Airborne Mould Sample Report 
 
Project #: 55160  Sampled by: JF  201 – 990 Hillside Avenue 
Client: School District 58 Date Sampled: 16-Feb-2024 Victoria, B.C.  V8T 2A1 
Site: Central Elementary School Analyst: JLH  778-406-0933 
    admin@islandehs.ca 
 

Samples received in good condition.  
Analyzed according to ASTM D7391-20. 
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Appendix 3 
 
 
 
 

Additional Information  
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Some fungi can be quite pathogenic (cause systemic illness in people), including Histoplasma, 
Cryptococcus, Sporothrix, Blastomyces and Candida.  At least three species of Aspergillus (A. 
fumigatus, A. niger and A. flavus) can be included in this group, however, most others (there are 
between 100 and 200 species of Aspergillus) are relatively benign. People with compromised immune 
systems are at the greatest risk for fungal infections.  
 
Repeated inhalation and sensitization to a wide variety of organic material, including fungi, can cause 
hypersensitivity pneumonitis (HP), a lung disease, in a small percentage of exposed people. 
Additional health effects caused by fungi may include aggravation of pre-existing asthma, sinusitis, 
histoplasmosis and rhinitis. 
 
Other substances produced by fungi, besides spores, can also cause health problems. These include 
mycotoxins (substances produced by fungi which may interfere with the growth of other fungi or 
bacteria) and Volatile Organic Compounds (VOC’s – responsible for the musty odour characteristic 
of fungi). Note however, that health effects associated with mycotoxins are typically associated with 
only very high exposures that are likely only to occur during the consumption of fungal contaminated 
food or during high risk activities, such as fungal remediation.  

 
 




